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positively enervating and contemptible. Yet
if one subtracts the idea of enjoyment from
labour, there is no beauty-loving spirit which
does not instantly and rightly rebel. There
must be labour, of course, effective, vigorous,
brisk labour, overcoming difficulties, master-
ing uncongenial details; but the end should
be enjoyment; and it should be made clear
that the greater the mastery, the richer the
enjoyment; and that if one cannot enjoy a
thing without mastering it, neither can one
ever really master it without enjoying it.

What we need, in education, is some sense
of far horizons and beautiful prospects, some
consciousness of the largeness and mystery
and wonder of life. To take a simple
instance, in my own education. I read the
great books of Greece and Rome; but I
knew hardly anything of the atmosphere,
the social life, the human activity out of
which they proceeded. One did not think
of the literature of the Greeks as of a
fountain of eager beauty springing impuK
sively and instinctively out of the most
ardent, gracious, sensitive life that any nation
has ever lived. One knew little of the
stern, businesslike, orderly, grasping Roman
temperament, in which poetry flowered so